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June 13 ....................... 7:30 pm
June 27 .................... 7:30 pm
July 11 ........................ 7:30 pm
July 25 ..................... 7:30 pm
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TBA
Largo Library, 5:30 pm

All meetings held at:
Largo LibraryLargo LibraryLargo LibraryLargo LibraryLargo Library

351 East Bay Drive
Largo, Florida on

2nd & 4th
Wednesdays

•
For  information  call:
See listing of Directors

on page 2

“Inventors Helping Inventors”

UPCOMING PRESENTATIONS

June 13

Kim Ivan Morrilla, from Income
Builders International, Will present
information about IBI.  IBI is a non-profit,
public service organization.  It provides
skill, contacts, resources and ongoing
support for its eutrepreneurial members.

One of the services is the Free
Enterprise Forum, a week long seminar
intented to give the new business person
the basic training needed to get off on
the right foot.

May 23

Randy Landreneau, one of our menbers
and expert prototype maker will give a
presentation on how he made a video to
promote your invention.

If you have any idea for a presentation
let me know by calling 446-4839 or e-mail
to chuck@inventioneering.org



Need to Reach TBIC?
Website:
http://www.patent-faq.com/tbichome.htm

Our new Website:
http://www.inventorscouncil.org

Copies of Newsletter to download:
http://www.inventioneering.org

Email:
TBIC@patent-faq.com

or call Dave Kiewit, Secretary:
Phone - 727- 866-0669

Submit Articles to our Editor at:
Chuck@inventioneering.org
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The Tampa Bay Inventors’ Council
(TBIC) is a corporation as defined in
Chapter 617, Florida Statutes, as not
for profit.  The corporation is organized
exclusively for charitable, education
and scientific purposes. The TBIC  is a
501 (C) (3) charitable corporation
which allows the receiving of tax
deductible contributions of goods and
services. There are over 100 active
members willing to share their expertise
and experiences with fellow inventors.
Meetings are held at the Largo Library
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each
month at 7:30 P.M.  Yearly dues are
$45 and include the Membership
Directory & Resource Reference Book.

STAINLESS STEEL

In 1913 Harry Brearley was
experimenting with alloys of different
kind of metals to make gun barrels.
Samples were thrown in a junk pile.

When, a few months later, Brearley
decided to clean up the junk, he
noticed that one of the samples had
not rusted. He decided to find out why,
analyzed it and the rest is history.  The
sample contained 14 percent
chromium.  This is how STAINLESS
STEEL was “invented.”

Written by Elyse Van Breemen

Reference: Accidents May Happen,
Fifty Inventions Discovered by Mistake
by Charlotte Foltz Jones.

Die when I may, I want it said of me
by those who knew me best, that I
always plucked a thistle and planted a
flower where I thought a flower would
grow.  Abraham Lincoln



Letter From the President

Chuck Van Breemen
President

“To be or not to be” “To communicate or not to
communicate.”  These two statements are very
similar.  For how can one be if he doesn’t
communicate, and how can anyone know you “be”
(exist) if you don’t communicate?

Did you ever think that if you communicate–I
mean ask questions, throw out an idea, a challenge, you’ll learn more?
Silence is golden if you are a rock.  If you’re a live, breathing, inventive
being, silence may be “cast iron.”

An ideal inventor’s meeting, to me, would be a foray of
communication.   Audience members would take an active role in The
speaker’s presentation. They’d be curious.  They’d ask questions,
make comments, ask for clarification of certain points.  In other
words, the communication would be two-way, not one-way as in
television or movies.

Then, at the end of the meeting, you all would flood me with
suggestions for future presentations and many would ask to make
presentations themselves.

Some of you already do this . . . hurrah!  I just want more.  It would
be more fun and I want more fun.

Let’s communicate.



MINUTES OF THE MAY 23, 2001 MEETING
TAMPA BAY INVENTORS’ COUNCIL

Vacuum Forming

Randy Landreneau and Steve Gates prepared a video showing how to
make a plastic part by using the vacuum forming technique. In this
case the part was a prototype of the bottom of a patented soda bottle
invented by Randy, and the vacuum forming system was one that Steve
and his father had built and used to make Steve’s paint-roller cleaner.
The forming technique starts out by putting a master part (which
preferably has a pyramidal shape) on a table that has a lot of holes in
its surface so that a vacuum pump can suck things down onto the
table. A sheet of plastic is then clamped into a large frame and heated
until it softens, at which point the sheet is quickly pushed down over
the master part and sucked down onto the part and the table.

Getting the Patent Application Right the First Time

Dave Kiewit reviewed recent changes and trends in how patent laws
are being interpreted by the courts. A trend toward emphasizing the
public’s right to know what limits a patent sets on the design of com-
peting products culminated in a decision last year (“Festo”) holding
that a claim element that was modified during examination had to be
interpreted literally and could not be infringed by something that
was equivalent, but just enough different to not be literally the same
as what was claimed. Over 95% of patent applications require some
sort of modification before they are allowed, so this ruling impacts
most patents, and substantially all applicants. These trends place more
value on having a thorough, professional job of researching the prior
art, properly disclosing the invention, and carefully writing claims
that will require a minimum of amendment during examination.

An Example of What Can Happen When the Application Isn’t On
Target

Chuck Van Breemen showed the group a valve that he had developed
for a company he worked for some 10 years or so ago. The valve pro-



vided some unusual features that appeared to be patentable, and that
looked like they were going to be very important to a competitor. His
company’s attorney reportedly brushed Chuck off as an untutored
amateur and wrote a patent application that narrowly claimed the
particular valve structure in Chuck’s prototype, but that ignored the
broader features. They got the patent easily. The competitor designed
around it easily and aced Chuck’s company out of a large, long term
contract with a major automotive company.

Dave Kiewit, Secretary, TBIC

BARBED WIRE or How the West Was Won

You think the west was won by cowboys, brave generals, farmers,
cattlemen?  Think again.

In 1867 Lucien Smith patented the idea of an artificial “thorn
hedge”--wire with short metal spikes at regular intervals.   Then in the
1870’s, Farwell Glidden invented a machine to put the barbs on the
wire.  Barbed wire was used to keep cattle in, and keep cattle out of
rich farm lands.  It also has been effective in keeping humans in or out-
-jails, military installations, etc.

Written by Elyse Van Breemen

Reference: INVENTORS AND INVENTIONS by Michael Jeffries and
Gary A. Lewis



UIA Press Release 051401-2(Invention Promoters Plead Guilty)

SPRINGFIELD MA: In a precedence setting court action, the three
top executives of American Inventors Corporation (AIC) officially
changed their pleas to guilty. In federal District Court presided over
by Judge Michael Sponsor they all accepted a prosecution deal which
includes prison time. Ronald Boulerice, owner and president of AIC,
facing a maximum sentence of 53 years, pleaded guilty to conspiracy
to commit mail fraud, mail fraud, money laundering and filing false
tax returns. As part of a prosecution deal, Boulerice would receive 8
years in prison, and forfeiture of all assets. Also part of the deal, his
wife Judy would not be prosecuted. This arrangement still needs the
approval of Judge Sponsor.

Codefendant John Samson, vice-president of AIC and president of
American Institute for Research and Development (AIRD) also
pleaded guilty to five counts of the 18 count indictment. Samson was
facing a maximum sentence of 33 years in prison. Under the
agreement Samson would serve 3 years in prison, one year under
house arrest and forfeiture of 50% of his assets. It was pointed out by
the prosecutor William Welch that Samson cooperated substantially
with the prosecutors.

AIC salesman John Hoime pleaded guilty to one count of
misprision of a felony. Hoime told prosecutors that he did not admit
to taking part in the criminal activities, he did know that felonies
were being committed and did not report them. As part of the
arrangement Hoime would receive 18 months in federal prison.

Judge Ponsor made it plain to all defendants that although there
was a deal struck between the prosecutors and the defendants, he had
the final say so in sentencing. Judge Ponsor also warned defendants
that he could impose sentences far in excess of those agreed upon.
Sentencing is scheduled for September, 2001.

It should be noted that federal crimes do not receive parole. Only
a small amount of time can be deducted for good behavior. In essence,
8 years means 8 years. All the indicted AIC and AIRD salespeople came
to various arrangements with the courts. The only trials left to be held



are for Boulerice’s two adopted daughters and patent attorney Leon
Gilden. Gilden is a fugitive at large

According to the FTC, this is the first time that criminal charges
have been filed against an invention promoter. I hope that this case
has now established a precedence, much like the previous FTC raids
on invention promoters. Criminal prosecutors now have a blueprint
for success. May 14, 2001 was another day in history.

Bob Lougher, Executive Director UIA

Cheap Glasses

There are a lot of people in developing parts of the world who have
bad eyesight and few options to correct it, until now.  A group called
Adaptive Eyecare has developed a solution.  The lenses of the eye-
glasses are made of two flexible lenses sandwiching a layer of silicone
oil.  A knob at each temple allows the user to adjust the amount of oil
between the outer and inner part of each lens, increasing or decreas-
ing the power of the lens.  The magnification can be set from +6 to –
6 dioptres.  The knobs and tubes used to set the lenses are removable
and reusable.  Adaptive Eyecare says that these glasses are workable
for 90% of eyesight correction.  The price of a pair is $10.  And they
don’t look that bad, kind of Buddy Hollyish.

Written by Randall Landreneau
Source:  Wired Magazine, May 2001 and WWW. Adaptive-
Eyecare.com



BAERCLAW PRODUCTIONS
BROADCAST QUALITY VIDEO PRODUCTIONS

We are currently searching for inventors/manufacturers of new
and exciting products that are ready for mass distribution. The
products selected are to be a part of a weekly half hour television show
called “What Will They Think Of Next?” (tm), which we plan to have
on air late 3rd quarter/early 4th quarter of this year.

Each program will showcase a number of new inventions,
innovations and products to an audience we hope will eventually cover
a vast majority of the United States and beyond. The attraction to this
show will be that, unlike the shopping channels, this show will be
packaged like a news magazine show. Product numbers and prices
won’t be discussed on the show, however, viewers will be invited to call
a toll free number or go to our internet website for more information
on the products featured on the program. Once getting there, they
will be able to place an order for that product which will then be
passed along to the manufacturer.

For your information, there are more than 200 television markets
in the United States and as we are negotiating the broadcasting rights
in all these markets, there are also a number of options we will be
pursuing beyond our borders.

If you or any of your members have any questions about this
program, please have them contact us at 1-888-44VIDEO (1-888-448-
4336). If they would like to submit a product for review, please have
them send fact sheets, pictures, product descriptions, etc, to:

        Baerclaw Productions
        P.O. Box 54489
        Phoenix, AZ  85078-4489

Sincerely,
Bill Baer
President
P.O. BOX 54489    PHOENIX, AZ  85078-4489
TELEPHONE 602-789-8396     FAX 602-789-9009



DIGITAL COLOR PRINTING
It saves you money!

Pay only for the amount of color ink used!

Call for a price list or quote.  You won’t believe it

Good Things.com Inc. 727-446-4839
sales@colorprintondemand.com

MARKETING YOUR INVENTION
LICENSING--PROSPECTING ON THE INTERNET

The first problem one faces when marketing a patent is to find
prospects.  The traditional way of doing this would be to make up a
flyer touting your invention, get a mailing list of manufacturers of
similar products or companies you think might be interested in
making and selling your product.  This can be effective,  but with  the
amount of direct mail marketing taking place, it’s difficult to get the
attention of executives who can make a decision regarding licensing
a patent.

In attempting to license a 10 year old patent of mine, I have found
that the Internet is a useful prospecting tool.  The first step is, of
course, to have access to the Internet.  A high speed modem is
desirable. The second step is to make a list of key words that describe
your product, then using a search engine such as yahoo or google,
search using those words.  When you find an interesting hit, the third
step is to go to the web site.  The fourth step, if possible, is to email
the company.  Write a short teaser letter telling them about your
invention.  Here it is useful to have your own web site with data about
your invention on line, and simply refer the person or company to your
web site.  You’ll be surprised what you find if you do this!

For example, my patents covers the use of an air spring in a
suspension, so I searched in google using key words, “air suspension,”
“air dampers” and “air springs.”  I found that mountain bicycle
manufacturers were potential licensees of my patent--something I
hadn’t thought of before. The surprising part is I found two



WEB SITES OF INTEREST

US Patent & Trademarks Office: www.uspto.gov
Delphion (IBM) www.delphion.com
Optipat www.optipat.com
Interesting inventor’ site www.patentcafe.com
Nat. inventors’ hall of fame www.invent.org
Nat assoc. of product development www.napd.org
Trade show guide www.expoguide.com
Inventor’s Digest www.inventorsdigest.com

companies that are currently infringing my patent.  These companies
are claiming a patent that my patent predates.

Since an infringer is a perfect prospect for a license, I decided to
find out if other industries were infringing or actually how many other
patents I could find similar to mine.  So I went to the US PTO website-
-www.uspto.gov-- and searched under key words and also class and sub
class.  Bingo!  I found another patent that is covered and predated by
my patent in a totally different industry.    I have my patent attorney,
Ray Niro, working on these right now, with the purpose of signing
them up for a license.

If you have an existing patent, you may want to try this and see what
pops up.  It is an interesting new way of prospecting.  If you do find
somebody that appears to be infringing your patent, do not write to
them and accuse them of infringing.  Definitely contact an attorney.

Happy prospecting on the Internet!
Chuck Van Breemen

Rather than force our children along the lines of standardized
sociability fostering the illusion that they are supposed to be a
uniform product of a human assembly line, we should be teaching
them. . . that life is adventure, novelty and above all the discovery of
self, that all the springs of worthwhile action have come from
individual minds. . . and that each. . . human being has qualities and
capacities in combination that are all his own.  N.j. Berrill
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A few of  the  benefits you will enjoy:    Monthly  programs,  Luncheons,  Free workshops,  Updates on
Legislation  affecting  the  Industry, Free TBIC  Membership Directory, and  Current  Industry News!
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION
TAMPA BAY INVENTORS’ COUNCIL
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Attn: Treasurer

Membership Membership Membership Membership Membership ApplicationApplicationApplicationApplicationApplication
Dues $ 45 per yearDues $ 45 per yearDues $ 45 per yearDues $ 45 per yearDues $ 45 per year
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Post Office Box 1620, St. Petersburg,  FL  33731

Information and articles printed in this newsletter are not necessarily
endorsed by the T.B.I.C. and may not be applicable to everybody.
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